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REMARKS 

Amendments to the Claims 

The claims are amended to more precisely define the inventive subject matter for 
which protection is sought. Support for the amendments is found throughout the written 
description and the drawings, in particular, the description of the operation of the invention 
spanning pages 9 and 10 of the written description. 

Amendments to the Specification 

The specification is amended to provide subject matter headings for the description 
and to bring the description more into line with appropriate U.S. specification format. 

Objection to the Sp ecification 

The Abstract has been amended to avoid the objection raised by the Examiner. 

Claims Rejections - 35 USC $102 

The original claims have been canceled in favor of new claims 22-45 which are 
intended to improve the description of the inventive subject matter to avoid any possible 
misunderstanding of the nature of the invention, 

As best described on pages 9 and 10 of the written description, the operation of the 
invention involves both blowing the end of an inserted weft thread back into a subsequently 
formed shed and then blowing the same end of the weft thread back in a direction opposite to 
the direction of fabric movement so that the inserted end is blown back towards a 
subsequently inserted weft thread before beat-up of the subsequently inserted weft thread and 
the inserted end of the first weft thread. 

It is clear that none of the prior art of record, in particular WO 2001/86047 (or its 
equivalent, U.S. 6,837,279) disclose or teach such an arrangement. 

Independent claim 22 now recites the selvedge forming apparatus in clear, concise 
terms which define the apparatus as including a blowing device having a blowing opening 
adapted to be located close to and downstream of the beat-up line of a weaving machine 
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relative to fabric movement close to a plane of the selvedge with an orientation enabling 
blowing of an airstream onto the end of the weft fabric that has been introduced into the 
subsequently formed shed but before being beat-up in a direction back towards the shed and 
the reed, which is opposite to the direction of movement of the fabric being woven. This 
results in the end of the weft thread that has been introduced back into the subsequently 
formed shed to be blown towards the subsequently inserted weft thread before beat-up in a 
direction opposite to the direction of fabric movement. 

Independent claim 31 recites a weaving machine including a selvedge forming 
apparatus as recited in claim 22, 

Independent claim 41(40) recites the method of forming a selvedge during weaving 
involving the blowing back of an inserted weft end in a direction opposite to the direction of 
fabric movement and towards a subsequently inserted weft thread. 

The dependent claims 23-30; 32-41 and 43-45 recite further structural elements or 
method steps further defining the inventive subject matter in a manner that clearly renders the 
subject matter patentably distinct over any of the prior art of record. 

Accordingly, Applicant submits that the claims are fully patentable over the prior art 
and that the application is in condition for allowance. 
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